
CHOR 910:  SEMINAR IN CHORAL RESEARCH                FALL 2005
MONDAYS:  6:30– 8:30 PM

PROFESSOR: James F. Daugherty
(email: jdaugher@ku.edu)

Office: 448 Murphy Hall
Phone: 864-9637
Office Hrs: MWF 9:30-10:30 AM, or by appointment.

GRADUATE
ASSISTANT: Marvin Latimer (mlatimer@ku.edu)

Course Calendar & http://people.ku..edu/~jdaugher
Web pages: For protected materials:  Username = dinky   Password = dinky

Be sure to check the web site regularly for assignments,
scheduling, and other important information.

COURSE
PURPOSE: Designed specifically for graduate students in choral conducting and

choral music education, this course will enable you (a) to expand your
ways of exploring, evaluating, and understanding phenomena related to
choral singing, and (b) to contribute to the knowledge base of the
profession by engaging in rigorous, systematic research.

COURSE
OBJECTIVES: The primary objective of this course is for you to complete and write

either (a) a research study of a quality suitable for publication in a refereed
journal and/or for public presentation in a professional venue, or (b) a full
proposal for a master’s thesis, DMA document, or Ph.D. dissertation that
employs one of the methodologies studied in this course.

To do so you will need to generate and refine research questions on a topic
related to some  facet of choral music-making that is of personal or
professional interest to you; gain bibliographic control by searching,
evaluating, and reviewing appropriate literature and other sources;
formulate and implement a defensible research plan incorporating
methodologies and data analyses most appropriate to your chosen
research; and learn how to conduct/report/write/present your research
according to accepted professional practices.

EXPECTATIONS: In so doing it is expected that you will:

 Develop both an appreciation of and a critical, evaluative stance
toward choral research

 Increase awareness, knowledge, and skills in philosophical, historical,
qualitative, quantitative, and mixed methods research related to choral
music-making



 Become comfortable with perusing a variety of research literature, and
with the use of research terminology and techniques

 Gain familiarity with the facilities, tools, and procedures of research:
libraries, archives, personal interviews, surveys, instrumentation,
computers, computer searches, statistics, and with research designs
that address matters of reliability and validity

 Develop scholarly and professional writing skills

 Understand the ethical dimensions and responsibilities of research

YOUR FOCUS: To make the most effective use of your time, once you choose a research
idea or ideas on which to focus, you should use the required assignments
of the course to further in useful ways your primary objective, i.e., the
production of a publishable/presentable research study or a full
thesis/document/dissertation proposal.  That is, each of the course
assignments can be used in some way as a component of your final
research product.  Ways for you to do so will be explained in class.

In many ways, this is an individualized course.  Part of its purpose is
“research appreciation,” i.e., to enable you both to be an informed
consumer of choral research and to have a reasonable understanding of the
major methods and procedures of choral research you may wish to pursue
in future projects.  The primary course objective, however, is  “doing
research,” i.e., for you to produce a publishable/presentable study using
some systematic research methodology at which you will become adept
now.  To that end, you should not engage in busy work.  If, for instance,
you already possess a reasonable understanding of a particular
methodology, skim the readings for that topic and focus only on those
sections that may be new to you.  Likewise, once you decide on a research
plan, or when you have narrowed your decision down to just two
methodological options, proceed immediately to the readings and
resources that bear upon those choices.  If you have a suggestion for a
discussion article different from one listed on the assignment calendar, and
you would benefit from having the class analyze and discuss it, please let
the instructor know.

Feel free to discuss/negotiate with the instructor at any time ways that
particular course assignments can better meet your specific research goals.



REQUIRED
TEXTS:

Arnold, J.H. (2000).  History: A very short introduction.  New York:
Oxford University Press.

Creswell, J.W. (2003).  Research design: Qualitative, quantitative, and
mixed methods approaches.  Second ed. Thousand Oaks, CA:Sage.

Frankfurt, H.J. (2005).  On bullshit.  Princeton, NJ:  Princeton University
 Press.

Johnson, B & Christensen, L. (2000).  Educational research: Quantitative
and qualitative approaches.  Boston:  Allyn & Bacon.

Ridley, A. (2004).  A philosophy of music:  Theme and variations.
Edinburgh, UK:  Edinburgh University Press.

Storey, W. K. (2004).  Writing history: A guide for students.  Second ed.
New York:  Oxford University Press.

RECOMMENDED
TEXTS: Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association. (2000).

Fifth ed. Washington, D.C.: American Psychological Association.

Turabian, K. L. (1996). A manual for writers of term papers, theses, and
dissertations. Sixth ed. Revised by John Grossman and Alicia
Bennett. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Barzun, J. (1994).  Simple & direct:  A rhetoric for writers.  Revised ed.
Chicago:  University of Chicago Press.

COMPUTER
& INTERNET: Each student must have regular access to a computer with capable word

processing software and internet access.

Each student must have a viable e-mail account and address.

N.B. The staff of Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD), 135 Strong,
785-864-2620 (v/tty), coordinates accommodations and services for KU
courses.  If you have a disability for which you may request
accommodation in KU classes and have not contacted them, please do as
soon as possible. Please also see the instructor privately in regard to this
course.

ATTENDANCE: As graduate students, you are expected to be present and on time for each
scheduled class session.  Exceptional circumstances preventing your
attendance may be discussed with the instructor, beforehand if possible.



Missing more than one class session may jeopardize your continued
enrollment in the course.

COURSE
REQUIREMENTS
AND GRADING: Complete on time all assigned or negotiated readings and assignments

(See the enclosed Assignment Calendar). Students who already possess
expertise in particular methodologies may, if desired, forego readings
connected with those particular methodologies, as explained above.  All
written assignments and class activities, or their negotiated substitutes,
however, must be completed.

Your course grade will be determined as follows:

1. On-time completion of all assignments, including relevant readings, for
the first eight class sessions.  Counts as 35% of your final course grade.
These requirements are competency based.  Assignments that do not meet
competency as determined by the instructor will be returned to you.  You
will then have one additional opportunity to demonstrate competency on
that assignment without any grading penalty.   Students may not turn in
the final research report until all competency-based requirements have
been met.  Tardy assignments will carry a grading penalty.

2.  Passing with a score of 85 or above an oral methodology quiz counts
for 10% of your final course grade.   This half-hour, individualized, oral
quiz will concentrate primarily upon the methodology (historical,
philosophical, quantitative, qualitative, or mixed methods) you choose to
use for your research project.  This oral quiz will also include questions on
one additional methodology randomly chosen by the instructor (historical,
philosophical, quantitative, qualitative, or mixed methods). Questions will
be drawn from the course texts, supplemental materials either distributed
in class or found on the course web site, and your draft methods section.
Students may schedule individual appointments for this quiz any time after
Fall Break, but no later than November 7.

2. Your final, written research report (in the form of either a completed
study ready to submit for publication or presentation, or a formal proposal
for a thesis, document, or dissertation), turned in on time, is worth 45% of
the final course grade.  It will be graded according to the rubric included
with this syllabus.  Tardy research reports will be penalized one letter
grade for each day late.

3. A public research presentation (either as a poster or powerpoint
presentation) counts for 10% of your final course grade. Your colleagues
in this class (other students and the instructor) will jointly determine this
grade.

To summarize:



Completion (as described above) of all competency-based
assignments = 35 pts

Oral quiz on research methodologies (as described above) = 10 pts

Completed research report (as described above) = 45 pts

Public research presentation (as described above) = 10 pts

There is no final examination for this course.

A= 90-100 pts; B=80-89 pts; C=70-79 pts; D=60-69 pts.  F=fewer than 69
points.  Plus or minus grades may be given at the instructor’s discretion.
Incompletes (I) are rarely given.  Please discuss with the instructor any
truly exceptional circumstances that would warrant the granting of an
Incomplete for this course.

COLLABORATIVE
RESEARCH: Students in this course may engage in a collaborative research project.

Please meet with the instructor as soon as possible if you and a colleague
wish to pursue this route.  Such matters as equal division of labor/effort,
assessment, etc. will need to be negotiated.  Do understand that this
approach does not mean less work.  Rather, it entails at least the same, and
sometimes a greater, amount of work as an individual project, just work of
a somewhat different character.

COURSE
CALENDAR &
ASSIGNMENTS: Distributed with this syllabus.  Also available on course web site.

RESEARCH
EVALUATION
FORMS: Distributed with this syllabus.  Also available on course web site.


