
Learning Basic HTML:  Workshop Session One
(Prepared by James F. Daugherty, The University of Kansas)
__________________________________________________________________________

html code is written between triangular brackets:   < >

Open a new document in Simple Text (Mac users) or Note Pad (PC users).

At the top of the page type in:   <HTML>
this command should begin all web pages; it tells your browser to read
the page as an html document

Begin a new line (you don’t have to begin a new line, but you will be much saner by
getting in the habit of making your code neat and logical).  type in:  <HEAD>

this command controls what appears in the header of your browser.

Next type:  <title> and immediately following that command type in a title for your
web page.  For example:  <title>My first web page

At the end of your title, you need an ending command that denotes when your title concludes.
The html command for “end” is a forward slash:  /

For example: :  <title>My first web page</title>

Begin a new line and type:  </HEAD>
This line completes the header section.  Note that the title you typed will not appear on your
web page proper.  It will appear, however, in the header of your browser.

Skip a line.  Then begin a new line with:  <BODY>
This command signals that everything that follows will deal with the body of
your web page proper.

Begin a new line.  Let’s say you want to mount a web page that contains the National
Standards for Music Education.  Go ahead and type in a title and the first content standard:

Type this:  National Content Standards of Music Education

1.  Singing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.

Now, save your page to your desktop as:  standards.html
The .html suffix indicates that yours is an html document

Next, open your browser (either Internet Explorer or Netscape).  Go to File.  Then go to
Open File.  Then find and open on your desktop the file you just created:  standards.html.



You will notice that your title and the first standard run together, and do not appear as you
typed them.  This state of affairs results from not using html code to break lines or center
your title.

Here, then, are two useful commands:

<br> = line break
<br><br> = skip one line
A chain of <br> commands will allow you to skip as many lines as desired.

Go ahead and type on your html document a <br><br> after your title, and a <br> after
the first standard.

If you wish your title to be centered, the html code is <center>
(this is not rocket science!)

Go ahead and type the <center> command directly before your title.

Save and view your page on your browser.

You should notice now that everything is centered, not just the title.  Why?  You forgot to
type a command to end the center.  Type it now right after your title:  </center>

Let’s say you want either all your text or just a word or any portion of your text to be bold,
or in italics, or underlined.

The html commands for accomplishing such are:

<b> </b>  Anything typed between these two commands will be bold
<i> </i>   Anything typed between these two commands will be in italics
<u> </u>  Anything typed between these two commands will be underlined.

Experiment now with tying these commands at various places you think might be interesting.
Each time you complete a command and its end command, be sure first to save your work
and then open it in your browser.  The browser will not display what has not been saved.

Let’s say you do not like the appearance of your page thus far and wish to indent or tab the
first standard.  To do so type the command <ol> before the number 1.

Look at the result in your browser.  If you wish to indent further, simply type as many <ol>
commands as needed to meet your approval.  The <ol> command will be in effect until you
end it with </ol>.  Note:  you will have to type an </ol> command for each <ol> you typed.



If you typed, for instance:  <ol><ol> to get the indentation you desired, then you will have to
type </ol></ol> at the end of the portion of your text you wished to be so indented.  If you
only type one </ol> command, the other one will still be in effect.

Let’s say you do not like the font style of your web page thus far, and prefer to have it appear
in a font other than the default font.

The command for specifying font style is:  <font face=”

For now, type this command on a line right beneath <BODY>.  Let’s say you wish to chose
Arial.  The command would be:  <font face=”arial”>  Note there are no spaces before and
after the equal mark, and that the font style you desire is in quotation marks.  You can
substitute “geneva” or “times” or any other standard font, if you choose.

Type the font face command, save your work, and view it in your browser.

Let’s say that you wish the title, i.e., National Content Standards for Music Education, to be
in a larger font size than the standards themselves.  The command for so doing is <font size=
Choose a number:  2 will be larger than 1, 3 will be larger than 2.  You could also experiment
with using a + or – sign in front of the number.  For the sake of convenience, write your
command as <font size=3>.

Your font commands thus far would look like:  <font face=”arial”> <font size=3>

You can, however, incorporate these two commands into a single chained command as
follows:  <font face=”arial”  size=3>  This chain is the customary way of writing font
commands.

Type the command above, save your work, and open your web page in your browser. You
will find that not only your title, but also the first standard, appears in the larger size font.

To correct this appearance, the simplest solution is to type a new size command above or
directly before standard 1:  <font size=1>  Everything that appears after that command will
be in the smaller size until you choose to change it.

Let’s say now that you wish your title to appear as a different color.  To do so, simply add
another command to the font chain:  <font face=”arial”  size=3  color=”red”>

For basic colors, simply typing the color name will work on most browsers.  For more subtle
colors, consult one of the online HTML Guides to discover the code (a combination of letters
and numbers) for a particular color.  In any event, either the common name or the color code
must be written between quotation marks.

To prevent content standard one from being in the same color, it will be convenient for you
to write a new font chain command before standard 1:  <font face=”arial”  size=1
color=”black”>



Let’s say that you wish to add an image (picture or graphic) to your web page.  First you
must have an image saved on your desktop.

Images will typically end in one of these common suffixes:   .jpg .gif .jpeg

To tell your browser to display the image, you need an image source code:
<img src=”titleofyourimage.jpg”>

To govern where the image appears on your page, experiment with some commands you
know thus far:   <br> and <ol>   (You will learn others later on.)

Finally for this session, let’s say you wish to provide one or more hyperlinks on your web
page.  A hyperlink enables people reading your page to click on the link and be transferred to
another page.

The command for a hyper link is:
<a href=” “>

Between the quotation marks goes the exact URL of a page on the world wide web to which
you wish to refer people, for example:  <a href=”http://people.ku.edu/~jdaugher”>

or, the name of a web page on your own server, in which case you do not need a URL.
For example, if the referring page was housed on my own server, I could type:
<a href=”otherpage.html”>

For the convenience of your readers, it is helpful if the hyperlink opens in a new browser
window, so that they do not have to keep going back and forth between pages.  The chained
command to accomplish this feature is:
<a href=”http://people.ku.edu/~jdaugher”  target=”new”>
there are two spaces between the end of the URL and the beginning of the target command.

One final thing.  Hyperlinks must end.  Otherwise, everything written after the a href
command will appear as a hyperlink.  The command to end a hyperlink is:  </a>

Look at this example:
<a href=”http://people.ku.edu/~jdaugher”  target=”new”> Click here</a>

The only thing that will be visible on your web page is the “Click here”
However, because of the code you have included, a reader who does indeed click there will
be transferred to the page you indicated.  You may type anything you wish.  It doesn’t have
to be Click here.  The point is that whatever you do type before the anchor end will appear as
a hyperlink on your web page.

Hyperlinks are wondrous creatures.  You may link to an audio file or a video file in the same
way.



Audio files will typically end with one of these suffixes:
.wav,   .aiff,  .mp3, .ra

Video files will typically end with one of these suffixes:
.mpeg,  mov,  .wm


